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Abstract. This article examines the contemporary relevance of al-Tufr’s
theory of maslahah in formulating modern Islamic economic public policy.
Al-Tif’s perspective—emphasizing the primacy of public interest over
textual evidence (nass) in the domains of mu‘amalat and public affairs
offers a methodological framework capable of addressing the complex
and rapidly evolving challenges of the digital economy. Using a normative
qualitative approach, this study analyzes the foundational concepts of
maslahah in al-Tufi’s works and compares them with emerging regulatory
practices in Islamic economic governance, including the development of
Islamic fintech, the transformation of Wagqf into financial instruments
such as Cash Waqf Linked Sukuk (CWLS), and the strengthening of
prudential principles in Islamic financial institutions. The analysis reveals
that al-Tafi’s rational and context-sensitive framework provides
substantial epistemological flexibility for contemporary policymaking,
particularly in addressing issues such as algorithmic bias, data security,
systemic risk, and green finance. This study also highlights a research gap
in the existing literature, as few works have systematically employed al-
Tafr’'s maslahah theory as a conceptual tool for evaluating modern
economic regulation. The findings demonstrate that integrating al-Tafr’s
approach with maqasid al-syari‘ah creates a robust analytical foundation
for designing adaptive, evidence-based, and socially impactful Islamic
economic policies. Therefore, this article contributes to the
methodological enrichment of Islamic economic law and offers practical
implications for regulators seeking shari‘ah-compliant frameworks that
remain responsive to technological and socioeconomic transformations.
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1. Introduction

The development of the digital economy, the expansion of financial technology,
and the increasing complexity of cross-border transactions present new
methodological challenges for Islamic economic law (Meylisa Hayati Putri, 2025).
Algorithm-based business models, the risks of information asymmetry, and
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consumer vulnerability in digital services demand a legal istinbat framework
capable of connecting normative texts with rapidly changing socio-economic
realities. While classical figh provides a rich conceptual foundation, it does not
always offer detailed guidance for addressing public policy issues in today's digital
and globalizing economic context.

In this context, the maslahah theory of Najm al-Din al-Tdfi (d. 716 AH) again gains
methodological relevance. Al-Tufi places maslahah as the dominant legal
consideration in the area of mu‘amalat and siyasah, and can even precede the
literal implementation of nass when a policy has the potential to cause public
damage (Najm al-Din Sulaiman Ibn Abd al-Qawi Al-Tufi, 2009). This teleological and
rational approach makes the al-Tafi framework adaptive to modern social
dynamics, including fintech issues, systemic risks, and the need for public financial
transparency (2015).

So far, studies of al-Tdfr have focused more on his theoretical position in usal al-
figh as well as methodological debates regarding the relationship between
maslahah and nass. However, research linking al-Tafr’'s maslahah theory directly
to modern sharia economic policy formulation is still very limited. Contemporary
sharia economics literature tends to be more influenced by al-Syatibi's maqgasid
framework, Ibn Qayyim's ethical paradigm, or modern institutional regulatory
approaches (Abu Ishak Ibrahim bin Musa bin Muhammad Allakhami Al-Syathibi,
2021). Therefore, there is an academic gap in constructing al-Tufr theory as an
analytical framework to respond to the challenges of the digital economy.

This study aims to: (1) explain to what extent the theory of maslahah al-Tifi can
be used as an epistemological basis in the formulation of modern sharia economic
policies, and (2) assess how the integration between the theory of maslahah al-
Tafi and magqasid al-syari‘ah can provide a stable and applicable analytical
foundation in facing the dynamics of digital economic regulation.

This article offers a novel contribution in the form of a systematic application of
the theory of maslahah al-Tifi as a methodological instrument for analyzing
contemporary Islamic economic policy. This approach not only enriches the
discourse on Islamic economic law methodology but also provides practical
insights for regulators in formulating public policies that are adaptive, inclusive,
and remain within the framework of Islamic principles.

2. Research Methods

This study employs a qualitative-normative research design that focuses on a
conceptual analysis of the theory of maslahah al-Tifi and its relevance to modern
Islamic economic policy. This approach was chosen because it is appropriate for
examining textual Islamic legal thought, while also examining its relationship to
contemporary economic dynamics not explicitly discussed in classical Islamic
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jurisprudence literature (Saim Kayadibi, 2007). This study uses two types of data
sources. First, primary data consists of classical works on Islamic jurisprudence
(Usal al-figh), particularly al-Tifr’s Sharh al-Arba‘in al-Nawawiyyah, as well as
other primary references such as al-Ghazal's al-Mustasfa and al-Syatibi's al-
Muwafagat. Second, secondary data includes recent scholarly articles, Islamic
economic regulatory documents, research on the maqasid al-Shari‘ah (objectives
of Islamic law), and literature on digital economics and Islamic finance
(Muhammad Syarif et al., 2024). Data analysis was conducted in two stages. First,
content analysis, which identified the core concepts of the theory of maslahah al-
Tafl, including the position of maslahah, the limits of its application, and its
relationship to nass and ijma‘. Second, comparative textual analysis, which
compared the theory of al-Tafi with the classical maqgasid framework and
evaluated its relevance to contemporary Islamic economic policy issues such as
fintech, risk mitigation, and consumer protection (Matthew B. Miles & A. Michael
Huberman, 1994). The validity of the research was strengthened through source
triangulation, namely comparing various interpretations of classical and
contemporary scholars regarding the principle of maslahah, and assessing the
consistency of its application in the context of modern public policy. This research
is normative-theoretical in nature and therefore does not include empirical testing
of policy implementation (Ah. Soni Irawan, 2022).

3. Result and Discussion

3.1. The Conceptual Foundation of the Supremacy of Maslahah in the
Framework of Al-Tiifi's Thought

The concept of maslahah occupies a central position in the methodological
construction of al-Tifr and is the main foundation in establishing law in the areas
of mu‘aGmalat and siyasah (Nasiri). Al-Tafi places maslahah as evidence that has
higher authority than textual evidence that is zannt in nature, especially when the
text does not provide explicit answers to the ever-changing social reality (Uswatun
Hasanah, et al., 2025). This attitude is based on the teleological view that sharia
aims to realize benefits and prevent harm (jalb al-masalih wa dar’ al-mafasid), so
that the values of humanity, justice and public welfare become the main
orientation in determining law (Ratu Sheba Sofie Ahimsa et al., 2025).

This goal-focused approach affords significant methodological flexibility,
particularly in responding to developments in the modern Islamic economy. Digital
economic transformations, such as the emergence of fintech instruments,
transaction digitization, and innovation in new financial products, require an
ijtihad process that shifts from a structural orientation to a substantive approach
(Sandy Rizki Febriadi, et al.,, 2020). The Tifi framework allows for a
reinterpretation of law based on an analysis of its actual impact, rather than solely
on the formal form of the contract. Therefore, issues such as data security,
algorithmic fairness, service speed, and financial inclusion can be included as
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important variables in maslahah-based legal assessments (Ahmad Masyhadi & M.
Mar’il Farochi, 2025).

The position of maslahah as a substantive principle also opens up space for the
use of empirical parameters in assessing sharia economic policies (Aulia
Rahmawati & Bagus Satrio, 2024). Data-based evaluations such as the systemic
risk of fintech, the environmental impact of Green Sukuk, or financial stability
indicators align with al-Tifi’s way of viewing maslahah, which is oriented towards
tangible results (Irawan, 2025). This shows the suitability of the concept of
maslahah with the evidence-based policy approach in formulating public
regulations.

Furthermore, the al-Taff framework strengthens the relationship between sharia
and the principles of social justice. The sharia economic system has a mandate to
reduce inequality and promote equitable distribution of wealth (Maimun, 2014).
Maslahah-based analysis allows for the identification of economic practices that
are detrimental to small communities, such as hidden fees, non-transparency of
services, or disproportionate financing of risks (Abbas, 2015). Ultimately, al-Tafi’s
theory provides a methodological instrument for directing policies to protect
vulnerable groups and improve public welfare.

3.2. Comparison of Maslahah Al-Tufi Theory with Classical Magasid

Al-Tifr’s thinking on maslahah occupies a unique position within the Islamic
jurisprudence tradition because it grants broad authority to human rationality to
determine the benefits and harms of social affairs. A comparison with the
construction of magqasid al-shari'ah by al-Ghazali and al-Syatib1 is necessary to
enhance the character of al-Tifi’s thinking.

Al-Ghazali stipulated that the use of maslahah must conform to the category of
al-maslahah al-mu'tabarah, that is, benefits that align with the text and do not
deviate from sharia principles. Normative stability and methodological
consistency are the primary orientations, ensuring that the use of reason remains
within the boundaries of sharia provisions. This framework positions maslahah as
a permissible consideration, but must pass through strict textual filters and
magqasid values.

Al-Syatibr built a more structured magasid system through the levels of daririyyat,
hajiyyat, and tahsiniyyat. Maslahah assessment is placed in an integrated value
hierarchy so that benefits are not understood situationally, but are measured
through comprehensive sharia objectives. This approach produces a systematic
and careful methodology in accepting new forms of benefit.

Al-Tifi offered greater methodological flexibility than the previous two figures.
Priority was given to social maslahah when the literal implementation of the text
could potentially cause real harm or injustice. This concept was established
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through his statement in Sharh al-Arba‘in al-Nawawiyyah, that maslahah could
correct the application of the text in the fields of mu‘a@amalat and siyasah, as long
as the basic values of sharia were maintained (A/-Tufi). This idea creates room for
legal adjustments to keep pace with rapid social developments.

The differences in the approaches of these three figures demonstrate al-Tiifi's
methodological flexibility compared to al-Ghazali and al-Syatibi. A/-Tufi's
framework is able to address digital economic issues that require rapid responses,
such as information asymmetry, the risk structure of financial technology, and the
need for adaptive regulation. This flexibility makes al-Tafi's thinking highly
relevant in the development of contemporary Islamic economic legal
methodology.

3.3.Criticism and Limitations of the Maslahah Al-Tufi Theory

The theory of maslahah al-Tifi offers great methodological flexibility, but has
received some criticism from contemporary scholars and academics. The main
criticism relates to the potential subjectivity in determining maslahah. Reasoning
based on reason risks being influenced by political interests, market pressures, or
individual interpretation bias, especially in the context of the modern state
involving multiple actors in the public policy process (Imam Fawaid, 2014). This
concern raises questions about the extent to which assessments of benefits can
be guaranteed to be objective and free from narrow interests.

Another criticism arises from the assumption that al-Tifi’s view places maslahah
above the text absolutely. This reading is considered excessive and has the
potential to diminish the authority of the text as a primary source of law.
Contemporary research confirms that al-Tdff never considered the text invalid, but
merely limited the dominance of maslahah to social areas not rigidly regulated by
the text (Agus Sunaryo, 2022). This explanation demonstrates that al-Tufr
continues to operate within the framework of fundamental sharia values.

The next limitation is proposed by the Maliki tradition, which imposes strict
requirements on the use of mursalah maslahah. This lies in the potential for the
emergence of maslahah that is speculative, unmeasurable, or unsupported by
adequate empirical evidence (Muhajirin & May Dedu, 2021). This framework
emphasizes the importance of clearly linking maslahah to magasid and avoiding
overly loose interpretations of benefits.

The use of al-Tifr theory in a modern context requires methodological safeguards.
The public policy process requires risk evaluation standards, an independent
oversight system, transparency in policymaking, and an ethical framework that
minimizes subjectivity Yonatan Adam, et al., 2023). The involvement of
authoritative institutions such as sharia boards, financial regulators, and audit
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mechanisms is crucial to ensure that the flexibility of maslahah remains with in
the bounds of accountability.

These criticisms emphasize that the application of al-TdfT theory cannot stand
alone without additional methodological tools. Strengthening control
mechanisms, transparency of benefit analysis, and integration with the magqgasid
framework are necessary for maslahah theory to function stably in contemporary
sharia economic policy.

3.4. The Relevance of Maslahah Al-Tiff in the Contemporary Digital Economy

The digital era has brought rapid innovation and created business models never
discussed in classical Islamic jurisprudence literature. The digital economy brings
new risks such as moral hazard, data manipulation, fintech failures, online Wagf
fraud, and greenwashing in green-labeled financing instruments (Nailul Huda,
2024). This risk character falls into the category of mafsadah 'ammah which must
be prevented to maintain social stability and protect public interests. Al-Tifr’s
maslahah framework provides a methodological instrument to substantially
assess this phenomenon.

Fintech default cases in 2021 show the public's vulnerability to digital financing
models that are not accompanied by adequate risk mitigation (Wijaya Hadi
Susanto and Anif Fatma Chawa, 2021). Data shows that the value of bad debts has
reached a very large amount and impacts millions of users. Maslahah analysis
places the protection of public assets (hifz al-mal) as a legal priority, so that
regulations requiring cost transparency, risk clarity, and ujrah limits are part of the
public interest. Sharia values provide strong legitimacy for state intervention in
this sector.

The risk of fraud on digital Waqf platforms emphasizes the importance of
continuous auditing, open data-based reporting, and increased accountability of
nazhir institutions. The principle of maslahah demands preventive measures to
maintain public trust, especially since Wagqf functions as an instrument for the
distribution of welfare (Asyraf Dusuki, Wajdi & Said Bouheraoua, 2011). The same
analysis is relevant for Green Sukuk, where independent verification and reporting
of environmental impacts is required to prevent sustainability claims from falling
prey to greenwashing practices (Fety Widianti Aptasari, et al., 2024).

Digital payment instruments such as sharia -compliant e-wallets, crowdfunding,
and cross-platform payment systems require legal evaluation that extends beyond
the contract structure. The al-Tifi framework provides scope for assessing data
security, transaction speed, financial inclusion, and algorithmic fairness as factors
determining the public good (Yusdani, 1996). This approach provides a sharia -
compliant justification for technology regulations that protect users from complex
digital risks.
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The relevance of al-Tifr’s thinking is clearly demonstrated by the maslahah
framework's ability to address the dynamic phenomena of the digital economy. Its
emphasis on tangible outcomes and impacts aligns this theory with modern,
evidence-based approaches. This framework can be directed toward ensuring that
digital innovation remains within the ethical boundaries of sharia , while
supporting the development of a safe, inclusive, and equitable sharia -compliant
economy.

3.5. Application of the Al-Tufi Concept in Contemporary Islamic Economic Policy

The maslahah al-Tafr framework provides a relevant methodological orientation
for formulating Islamic economic policies in the digital era. The Islamic economic
system faces technological transformation, innovation in financial instruments,
and dynamic market interactions that demand legal assessments based on social
impact (Eko Sudarmanto et al., 2024). The maslahah approach allows for the
establishment of policies that prioritize public protection (maslahah ‘@Gmmah),
system stability, and economic justice without relying solely on the formal form of
the contract (Maimun).

1) Sharia Fintech and Consumer Protection

Sharia fintech presents new transaction models such as peer-to-peer lending,
crowdfunding, and digital payment services (Siti Trizuwani, et al., 2025). This
digital nature raises the risk of personal data misuse, algorithmic ambiguity, and
fees that are difficult for users to understand. Maslahah-based reasoning
prioritizes consumer protection as a legal priority. Fintech default cases
demonstrate the significant harm to society resulting from weak risk mitigation.
This assessment provides a sharia compliant basis for policies on fee transparency,
risk assessment, and ethical standards for technology that protect users from
digital exploitation.

2) Cash Wagqf as a Public Financial Policy

Cash Waqf is a strategic innovation in the modern Islamic economic system. The
shift in Wagf objects from physical assets to financial instruments requires strong
sharia justification (Laudza Hulwatun Azizah et al., 2025). The principle of
maslahah provides legitimacy for this change because the social benefits of cash
Wagf have proven to be broader and more sustainable (Achmad Muzammil Alfan
Nasrullah, 2023). The Cash Wagf Linked Sukuk (CWLS) program is an instrument
that expands the social impact of Wagf through financing health, education, and
economic empowerment (Tito Anggi Dolly & Arif Widodo, 2024). The emphasis on
public benefit demonstrates the superiority of al-Tdfr’s approach in promoting
legal reform relevant to the needs of modern society.
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3) Islamic Banking and Financial Instrument Regulations

Modern instruments such as sukuk, sharia deposits, and microfinance require
substantive evaluation of their benefits and impacts (Lintang Shindu, 2018). The
al-Tufi framework provides space for legal assessments that consider the stability
of financial institutions, the fairness of risk distribution, and the social benefits of
aninstrument. The issuance of Green Sukuk is a concrete example. This instrument
supports environmentally friendly projects and has a significant ecological impact
(Aisya Sekar Gading Pujiantoro, et al., 2021). These positive impacts can be
categorized as maslahah ‘Gmmah which is in line with the objectives of sharia in
maintaining the sustainability of life (Muhammad Zikri, et al., 2022).

4) Strengthening the Prudential Principle

The principle of prudence is an essential part of modern financial governance.
Internal oversight, risk limits, and information disclosure fall under the category of
maslahah ‘@mmah because they protect public funds and maintain the stability of
the financial system (Toto Octaviano Dendhana, 2013). The al-Tifr framework
provides sharia legitimacy to technical policies oriented towards the security of
the financial system and increasing the professionalism of sharia institutions.

5) Consumer Protection as a Pillar of the Islamic Financial System

Consumer protection is a crucial component in maintaining the integrity of the
Islamic financial industry. Formally valid contract structures can still lead to
detrimental practices for users if they are not accompanied by transparency and
fairness (Rohmatul Jannah et al., 2025). Maslahah-based analysis allows for
monitoring of hidden costs, contract manipulation, or disproportionate margins
(Tiara Deasy Nurfitriani Sumarwan & Neng Dewi Himayasari, 2022). This approach
ensures that sharia values do not stop at the form of contracts, but are manifested
in the protection of public rights and interests.

3.6. Integration of al-Tiifi Concepts with the Magqdsid al-syari‘ah Framework

The integration between maslahah al-Tifr and the maqgasid al-syari‘ah framework
produces a stable and adaptive model of legal reasoning for formulating modern
sharia economic policies (Nasiri). These two approaches converge on a common
orientation: protecting property (hifz al-mal), upholding justice, maintaining social
stability, and achieving sustainable public welfare. This integration of the two
approaches strengthens Sharia 's position as a legal system capable of responding
to social change without abandoning its moral foundations.

This integrative structure positions maslahah as an analytical tool for assessing the
direct benefits of a policy, while magasid serves as a value controller to ensure
that these benefits remain within the ethical boundaries of sharia. This layered
model is crucial for the contemporary Islamic economy, which faces challenges of
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integrity, transparency, and accelerated technological innovation. The mutually
reinforcing functions of maslahah and magasid prevent the Islamic economic
system from moving toward either extremes of textual rigidity or extremes of
uncontrolled flexibility.

The late fee policy in Islamic financing is a concrete example. This mechanism is
often viewed as usury, but its true purpose is to maintain transaction discipline
and prevent moral hazard (Bai Sutihat & Ade Mulyana, 2017). Maslahah-based
analysis assesses these needs as efforts to maintain the stability of financial
institutions and fairness between parties, while the maqasid framework provides
legitimacy through the principle of asset protection. Integrating these two
approaches results in policies that are proportional, non-exploitative, and remain
aligned with sharia values.

Digital transformations, such as the implementation of QRIS Syariah, demonstrate
the benefits of maslahah—magqasid integration. Digital payment systems increase
financial inclusion, accelerate transactions, and reduce the risk of counterfeit
currency and data theft (lik Hikmatullah, 2025). These factors are categorized as
public welfare, while the magasid framework ensures that digital payment
systems operate within the boundaries of justice, transparency, and integrity. The
researchers' analysis confirms that QRIS Syariah demonstrates the synergy
between sharia values and technological innovation.

State financing instruments such as Green Sukuk demonstrate the relevance of
this integration on a macro scale. Ecological impact, emission reduction, and
environmental sustainability fall under the category of public welfare, supporting
the preservation of life. The maqgasid framework ensures that these projects not
only provide economic benefits but also maintain intergenerational equity. This
model provides an important foundation for linking sharia principles with global
demands for sustainability.

The integration of maslahah and maqasid produces a legal paradigm that connects
values, goals, and practical needs in Islamic economic policy. This paradigm affirms
that Sharia is a living legal system that is responsive to modern transformations
(Pujiantoro, Dindalila & Fakhruddin). The concept of al-Tifi allows for substantive
benefits to form the basis for legal reform, while the magasid framework ensures
that these benefits do not deviate from the ethical values of Sharia .

This integrative model can serve as a strategic foundation for reforming Sharia
economic law, especially as the global economy demands increasingly high
standards of fairness, efficiency, and transparency. It has enormous potential to
become a key paradigm in the future, when full digitalization, environmental
sustainability, and financial market integration will become key challenges for the
Sharia economic sector.
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3.7. Global Relevance and Adaptive Capacity of al-Tiifi's Theory in Contemporary
Islamic Economics

Maslahah al-Tifr theory has relevance that goes beyond the local context and
becomes significant in the dynamics of the global sharia economy. Islamic financial
systems in various countries are facing transformation in response to international
market integration, developments in digital technology, and demands for global
transparency (Sudarmanto et al., 2024). The Maslahah al-Tafr framework offers
methodological flexibility that bridges Sharia values with increasingly complex
global regulatory requirements. This adaptive nature is crucial for addressing
issues such as transaction security, environmental sustainability, global capital
standards, and financial technology governance.

International standards such as Basel lll, IFSB Standards, and ESG (Environmental,
Social, and Governance) principles are the main references for countries with
advanced Islamic financial industries such as Malaysia, the United Arab Emirates,
Turkey, and Saudi Arabia (Digitalbank.id, 2025). The maslahah framework
provides sharia legitimacy for policy harmonization with these global standards
because of its orientation towards public protection and financial system stability
(Achmad Shobirin Hasbulloh, et al., 2025). The principles of capital adequacy and
risk management in Basel Ill, for example, can be understood as a form of
maslahah ‘Gmmah that prevents systemic damage and maintains the health of the
financial industry (Ahmad Qorib & Isnaini Harahap, 2026).

International financial instruments such as Green Sukuk and SDGs Sukuk
demonstrate how the welfare approach supports the sustainable development
agenda (Afifurrohman, 2025). The issuance of Indonesia's Green Sukuk in 2018 is
proof that sharia -based financing policies can have a positive impact on climate
change mitigation (United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 2018). The
ecological benefits generated by these instruments align with the principles of
preserving life in Sharia . The maslahah framework provides a normative basis for
financing renewable energy and sustainable infrastructure projects, which are
now on the global agenda.

The use of artificial intelligence (Al) and big data in the global financial industry
demands a legal framework capable of protecting privacy, preventing algorithmic
bias, and ensuring fair access (Muhammad Sayyid Rasyid Ridho et al., 2025).
Maslahah-based reasoning can serve as a guideline for formulating fair algorithmic
policies. Parameters of social benefit and potential harm are important references
in determining the legality of Al use in Islamic fintech, particularly in the context
of digital lending systems, automated risk management, and biometric-based
identity verification (Nabilah Wafa’ Mohd Najib, et al., 2025).

The global Islamic finance industry demands competitive, responsive and ethical
products (Hana Imtinan et al., 2024). Countries such as Malaysia have developed
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Islamic digital banks, Islamic-based robo-advisors, and blockchain-based sukuk
instruments (Agus Rojak Samsudin, 2016). This innovation is justifiable in Sharia
through the principle of maslahah, because it provides efficiency, financial
inclusion, and reduced transaction costs for the community (Syaharani Cahyani
Pramesti and Fauzatul Laily Nisa, 2024. The al-Tufi framework allows for the
necessary legal adaptations to allow such innovations to operate within the
boundaries of sharia without hindering technological development.

The global economic system shows that the success of the Islamic financial
industry is not only determined by the suitability of the text, but also by the ability
to adapt to international standards (Rahmat Hidayat, 2025). The principle of
maslahah provides an ethical foundation for balancing Sharia values with global
needs related to digital security, market integration, and sustainability. Al-Tifr’s
reasoning model demonstrates Sharia 's capacity to actively engage with
international financial dynamics without losing its moral identity.

The adaptive capacity of AI-Tdfr’s theory has the potential to become an important
paradigm for Muslim countries in designing progressive and competitive Sharia
economic policies (Rizky Padlan et al., 2025). This concept provides an ethical
direction for economic development that is more humane, sustainable, and
aligned with global standards. The researcher's analysis confirms that the
maslahah al-Tafi approach can serve as a primary intellectual framework to guide
future Islamic economic regulation.

3.8. Contribution of al-Tufi's Theory to Strengthening the National Islamic
Economic System

The theory of maslahah Al-TifT plays a strategic role in strengthening the national
Islamic economic system. Its conceptual construction provides a methodological
foundation capable of aligning the needs of modern regulation with normative
Islamic principles (Hermanto). The flexibility of maslahah reasoning helps the state
assess policies based on their social impact, so that the resulting policies not only
fulfill legal aspects but are also oriented towards long-term public welfare.

The Islamic social finance agenda is one sector that has benefited greatly from al-
Tufi's theory. Instruments such as zakat, infaq, sedekah, and Wagqf require
regulatory design that can optimize social impact (Tetty Handayani Siregar, 2025).
The principle of maslahah provides a broader evaluative standard in determining
the most feasible programs to implement, such as the development of productive
zakat, the integration of national mustahik data, and innovations in cash Wagf
governance. The implementation of Cash Wagf Linked Sukuk (CWLS)
demonstrates the real contribution of al-Tifi theory because this instrument
successfully expands social benefits by financing education, health, and
community economic empowerment (Rifai, Ghozali & Winarto).
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The growth of national Islamic fintech underscores the need for a public-benefit
assessment framework. Indonesia has one of the fastest-growing fintech
industries in Southeast Asia. The risks of default, information gaps, and data
misuse demand regulations that balance innovation and public protection
(Susanto & Chawa). Maslahah reasoning provides a methodological basis for
establishing provisions such as cost disclosure, technology quality, and digital data
protection. Substantive benefit-based policies ensure that Islamic fintech
develops healthily and equitably.

The quality of human resources in Islamic economics can also be strengthened
through the al-TdfT approach. Islamic higher education, professional certification
institutions, and Islamic economics curricula require a methodology that bridges
classical scholarship with the demands of modern industry. The maslahah
framework helps educational institutions formulate curricula that emphasize
relevance, such as the integration of figh mu‘amalat with digital literacy, financial
technology, risk analysis, and public policy. This integration produces graduates
who are better prepared to face the challenges of the digital finance industry.

The stability of national Islamic economic regulations requires a legal approach
that considers long-term impacts and is oriented toward the public interest.
Maslahah-based analysis provides space for policies based on empirical evidence,
rather than simply reproducing texts or formalizing contracts. Policies that
promote financial inclusion, consumer protection, digital transaction security, and
social sustainability fall into the category of maslahah ‘Gmmah (beneficial
interests) that align with the objectives of Sharia . This approach strengthens the
legitimacy of Sharia while supporting the effectiveness of state policies.

The future development of Indonesia's Sharia economic system urgently requires
a value foundation capable of addressing full digitalization, cybersecurity issues,
climate change, and global market integration. The al-Tifi framework provides the
adaptive capacity necessary to address these challenges. The theory's potential
lies not only in its ability to explain phenomena but also in its ability to serve as a
methodological reference for reforming national Sharia economic policies to be
more responsive, competitive, and sustainable.

4. Conclusion

This research demonstrates that the theory of maslahah al-Tifi has strong
relevance in formulating Islamic economic policy in the digital era. Tifi's emphasis
on prioritizing maslahah in the realm of mu‘a@malat and public policy provides
methodological flexibility appropriate to the dynamics of the modern economy.
Real-impact-based legal assessments produce a framework that is adaptive to
phenomena such as fintech, cash Wagqf, Green Sukuk, and the development of
other Islamic financial instruments. This flexibility remains within the magasid al-
Shari‘ah (objectives of sharia ) and thus prevents undirected legal liberalization.
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This study confirms that the Tafl approach can serve as an epistemological
foundation for developing Islamic economic policies that are responsive, effective,
and open to innovation. The integration of the concept of maslahah al-Tufi and
the maqasid framework produces an analytical model capable of maintaining a
balance between sharia values and the technical needs of modern economic
regulation. This analysis broadens the scope for ijtihad, which focuses on public
protection, economic stability, and social justice. Further research can be directed
toward empirically testing the effectiveness of policies formulated based on the
maslahah paradigm. Evaluations of digital regulation, fintech risk mitigation, cash
Wagqf governance, and the use of technology for sharia compliance open up
opportunities for broader interdisciplinary research. The potential of al-Tufr’s
theory lies not only in its philosophical strength but also in its ability to serve as a
practical guide for building a relevant sharia economic system at the national and
global levels.
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