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Abstract. Human trafficking is one of the most complex forms of transnational 
organized crime in the era of globalization, characterized by increased cross-border 
mobility, the use of advanced technology, and the weakening of state jurisdictional 
boundaries. Although international law has provided various instruments for law 
enforcement, including conventions and inter-state cooperation mechanisms, their 
implementation still faces significant challenges, such as differences in national legal 
systems, limited international coordination, and weak enforcement at the operational 
level. This study aims to analyze the challenges of international law enforcement in 
addressing human trafficking as a transnational organized crime in the era of 
globalization, as well as to evaluate the effectiveness of existing international legal 
mechanisms. This research employs a normative legal method with statutory, 
conceptual, and comparative approaches. Data are collected through library research 
involving international legal instruments, national regulations, academic literature, 
scholarly journals, and reports from international organizations. The findings indicate a 
gap between international legal norms and their practical implementation, particularly 
in terms of inter-state coordination and jurisdictional enforcement. Therefore, 
strengthening international cooperation, harmonizing national legal systems, and 
enhancing law enforcement capacity are necessary to effectively combat human 
trafficking. 
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1. Introduction 

Globalization has become a multidimensional phenomenon with a significant impact on various 
aspects of life, including economic, social, political, and legal aspects. On the one hand, 
globalization encourages integration between countries and facilitates the movement of goods, 
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services, information, and people.1However, on the other hand, this global process has also 
created legal loopholes that are often exploited to commit transnational crimes, such as illegal 
migration and human trafficking. This phenomenon demonstrates how globalization not only 
strengthens international cooperation but also increases the complexity of enforcing 
international criminal law.2 

Irregular migration, a consequence of global inequality, often occurs due to economic pressures, 
social conflict, and natural disasters in countries of origin. According to a report by the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM, 2022), more than 280 million people moved from 
one country to another in 2021, and the majority of this migration occurred illegally, through 
high-risk routes.3In the process, many migrants become targets of criminal syndicates that 
traffic them into forced labor, sexual exploitation, and modern-day slavery. This is where 
international criminal law plays a crucial role, providing legal protection for victims and imposing 
sanctions on transnational perpetrators. Human trafficking is the most brutal form of human 
rights violation in the era of globalization. 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC, 2020) states that human trafficking is a 
highly organized transnational crime, with profits reaching billions of dollars annually. The 
modus operandi used by perpetrators is increasingly sophisticated, exploiting technological 
advances and global networks to evade detection and arrest.4In this case, globalization is a 
double-edged sword: it creates easy access across countries while simultaneously expanding the 
room for criminals to move. 

Enforcing international criminal law faces significant challenges when dealing with transnational 
crimes such as illegal migration and human trafficking. Diverse jurisdictions, differing legal 
systems, and weak coordination between countries are major obstacles. As Nastas (2024) notes, 

 
1Abdurrakhman Alhakim, Ampuan Situmeang, and Jeannette Andhini Nurrulia Mashita, “The Role of Immigration 
in Preventing and Supervising the Crime of Human Trafficking from the Perspective of Batam City Immigration,” To-
Ra Law Journal: Law to Regulate and Protect Society 9, no. 3 (2023): 322–38 
2Hardi Alunaza et al., “Socialization of the Human Trafficking Crimes Protection in Sajingan Besar District, Sambas 
Regency,” Community Empowerment 7, no. 6 (2022): 953–63. 
3Saba Demeke, “A Human Rights-Based Approach for Effective Criminal Justice Response to Human Trafficking,” 
Journal of International Humanitarian Action 9, no. 1 (January 27, 2024): 4, https://doi.org/10.1186/s41018-023-
00143-4. 
4Asif Khan, Neelam Iqbal, and Ishaq Ahmad, “Human Trafficking in Pakistan: A Qualitative Analysis,” Journal of 
Social Sciences Review 2, no. 3 (2022): 257–68. 
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law enforcement in human trafficking cases is often hampered by an overly sectoral approach, 
a lack of accurate data, and weak victim protection.5 

Globalization has also transformed the way countries engage in legal cooperation, such as 
extradition, mutual legal assistance, and intelligence exchange. Digital technology enables rapid 
information exchange, but also increases the risk of data leaks and privacy breaches.6In this 
case, a multilateral approach involving international organizations, law enforcement agencies, 
and civil society is key to combating cross-border crime. 

The phenomenon of globalization, with all its dynamics and implications for transnational crime, 
demands a more integrative approach to enforcing international criminal law. Relying solely on 
existing legal frameworks is not sufficient; it also requires strengthening the capacity of law 
enforcement agencies, increasing public legal literacy, and strengthening cross-border and 
cross-sector cooperation.7 

A human rights-based approach is necessary to combat human trafficking. He believes that law 
enforcement should not focus solely on punishing perpetrators but should also ensure the 
recovery and protection of victims as part of restorative justice.8 

2. Research Methods 

This research is normative legal research which focuses on: International law enforcement. 
Human trafficking crimes. Transnational organized crime. Cooperation between countries in law 
enforcement. Research Approach: This research uses a normative legal approach with a 
combination of several legal approaches (doctrinal approaches) that are analytical, evaluative, 
and prescriptive. Data Source: Primary Legal Materials. United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime. Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons. 

 
5Andrei Nastas, Specifics of Human Trafficking Crime Investigation (ADJURIS–International Academic Publisher, 
2024), https://www.ceeol.com/search/book-detail?id=1236755. 
6Amangeldy Khamzin, Yermek Buribayev, and Kaliya Sartayeva, “Prevention of Human Trafficking Crime: A View 
from Kazakhstan and Central Asian Countries,” International Journal of Criminal Justice Sciences 17, no. 1 (2022): 
34–53. 
7Ika Dewi Sartika Saimima, Clara Ignatia Tobing, and Mochammad Syafruddin Rezky Sanaky, “Human Trafficking on 
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing Cases as Transnational Crime on Indonesia Coastal Boundary,” Journal 
of Law, Politics and Humanities 2, no. 2 (2022): 51–65. 
8Mokbul Morshed Ahmad and Robaiya Nusrat, “Human Trafficking and Crimes in the Rohingya Refugee Camps in 
Bangladesh,” in Handbook of Research on Present and Future Paradigms in Human Trafficking (IGI Global, 2022), 
26–42, https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/human-trafficking-and-crimes-in-therohingya-refugee-camps-in-
bangladesh/303827. 
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(Palermo Protocol 2000). Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) Related regional conventions (eg ASEAN 
Convention Against Trafficking in Persons – ACTIP).Secondary Legal Materials: Legal Literature 
and Books. Scientific Works. Expert Opinions. Analysis Method: This research uses qualitative 
legal analysis with a normative-analytical approach combined with socio-legal analysis 
(normative-empirical), which is evaluative, interpretative, and prescriptive-reconstructive. 

3. Results and Discussion 

Globalization has brought significant changes to various aspects of life, including the dynamics 
of transnational crime. Technological advances, increased human mobility, and global economic 
integration have created new opportunities for transnational criminals to expand their 
operations. Phenomena such as illegal migration and human trafficking have become 
increasingly complex and difficult to address in this evolving global context.9 

One of the real impacts of globalization is the rise of human trafficking as a transnational security 
threat. Globalization has facilitated the emergence of non-state actors involved in human 
trafficking, threatening national sovereignty and challenging international law enforcement 
efforts. Human trafficking has now become a highly profitable business, with networks spanning 
multiple countries and exploiting loopholes in national and international legal systems.10The 
process of globalization has also increased the mobility of labor across borders, which criminal 
networks often exploit. The international movement of labor fueled by globalization is often 
accompanied by human trafficking, where individuals are exploited in various forms, including 
forced labor and sexual exploitation.11 

The financial and cultural aspects of globalization are positively correlated with the rise in 
human trafficking cases. Economic liberalization and the spread of cultural values through global 
media can create conditions that allow human exploitation to flourish, particularly in countries 
with weak regulations and less stringent oversight.12 

 
9Rio Saputra Manullang and Janpatar Simamora, "Legal Accountability of Legal Subjects in the Criminal Act of 
Human Trafficking," Journal of Law, Politics and Humanities 5, no. 3 (2025): 1966–80. 
10Khamzin, Buribayev, and Sartayeva, “Prevention of Human Trafficking Crime.” 
11Laura Pajón and Dave Walsh, “The Importance of Multi-Agency Collaborations during Human Trafficking Criminal 
Investigations,” Policing and Society 33, no. 3 (March 16, 2023): 296–
314,https://doi.org/10.1080/10439463.2022.2106984. 
12Respati Triana Putri, Felix Ferdin Bakker, and Dhea Chairunnisa, "The Problems of Human Trafficking as 
Transnational Crimes in the Perspective of Immigration and International Law," Journal of Law and Border 
Protection 4, no. 1 (2022): 79–88. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10439463.2022.2106984
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Globalization has accelerated the flow of human mobility, opened up national borders more 
flexibly, and strengthened interregional connectivity. However, this situation has also fueled an 
increase in transnational crime, including illegal migration and human trafficking. This 
phenomenon is increasingly complex as criminals exploit technological advances, legal 
loopholes, and differences in law enforcement systems and capacities in each country. 

One of the main challenges is the complexity of the criminal networks that organize illegal 
migration and human trafficking activities transnationally. These networks are often fluid, not 
hierarchically structured, and able to adapt quickly to changing policies and geopolitical 
conditions. 

International cooperation doesn't always run smoothly. Differing national interests, migration 
policies, and resource imbalances make coordination and information transfer inefficient. The 
UK, for example, has sought to strengthen international cooperation with more than 40 
countries to combat human smuggling, but the results have been suboptimal due to the lack of 
strong and consistent enforcement mechanisms across participating countries. 

The role of developing countries cannot be overlooked. Migrant countries of origin, such as 
Bangladesh, Nigeria, and Myanmar, have a responsibility to reduce the driving factors of 
irregular migration, such as poverty, conflict, and gender inequality. In many cases, weak 
domestic law enforcement in these countries creates loopholes exploited by human trafficking 
syndicates. 

4. Conclusion 

Globalization has created a complex environment for the growth of transnational crime, 
particularly illegal migration and human trafficking. Changes in human mobility patterns, 
technological advances, and economic interconnectedness between countries have expanded 
transnational criminal networks, making them difficult to address solely through domestic legal 
approaches. In this regard, the enforcement of international criminal law faces significant 
challenges, ranging from weak regulatory harmonization across countries, limited jurisdiction, 
and a lack of institutional capacity to effectively respond to transnational crime. This research 
demonstrates that the dynamics of globalization demand a more adaptive legal response from 
both states and international organizations. States must strengthen their own legal systems 
while opening up space for transnational cooperation, while international organizations such as 
the UNODC and the IOM play a crucial role as catalysts for coordination, facilitators of norm 
development, and providers of technical assistance. Furthermore, legal responses to 
globalization must address the human rights dimension, victim empowerment, and adopt a 
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comprehensive, data-driven approach. Challenges in the enforcement of international criminal 
law cannot be addressed through sectoral or sporadic approaches. Strong integration between 
states, synergy across institutions, and strengthened legal capacity at the national and 
international levels are required. Globalization not only complicates the control of transnational 
crime, but also opens up opportunities for broader, fairer, and more sustainable legal 
collaboration. Through collective awareness and shared responsibility, the international 
community can build a criminal justice system that is more responsive to the dynamics of the 
times while upholding humanitarian values. 
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