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Abstract.This study examines the application of bilateral inheritance law in
Indonesia in relation to Islamic inheritance principles and assesses justice in
property distribution. Bilateral inheritance grants equal rights to all heirs
regardless of gender, while Islamic law provides specific rules for fair
distribution. Using a qualitative case study approach, data were collected
through interviews with Islamic law experts, legal practitioners, and local
community members, as well as analysis of relevant cases. The findings reveal
that the application of bilateral inheritance often conflicts with Islamic justice
principles, such as excluding deceased parents’ rights or favoring children from
second marriages over the first. These inconsistencies reflect tension between
local customs seeking equality and Islamic law requiring proportional fairness.
The study recommends harmonizing customary and Islamic inheritance laws to
improve justice in property distribution. This research contributes new insights
into the challenges of integrating customary practices with Islamic legal
principles in Indonesia’s inheritance system. The findings can support
policymakers, legal practitioners, and communities in developing fairer
Inheritance practices that respect both traditions and Islamic jurisprudence.
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1. Introduction

Inheritance law within Islamic jurisprudence plays a crucial role in shaping familial,
social, and economic structures, particularly in Muslim-majority countries like
Indonesia. Islamic inheritance principles, rooted in the Qur'an and Hadith, are designed
to ensure equitable distribution of wealth among heirs, while upholding moral and
spiritual obligations (Ahyani et al. 2022). However, in practice, the implementation of
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these laws often encounters challenges, particularly in regions where local customs, or
adat, intersect with Islamic teachings. This creates a dynamic interplay between
religious norms and socio-cultural traditions, leading to inconsistencies in the
application of inheritance laws (Anggraeni 2023; Hidayah 2024). In many Indonesian
communities, especially in rural areas, customary practices sometimes take precedence
over the formal Islamic legal framework. This often results in the marginalization of
certain heirs, particularly women, who may not receive their rightful shares (Assaad et
al. 2022).

Moreover, the delay or even absence of inheritance distribution among heirs is not
uncommon, driven by various factors including lack of legal awareness, intra-family
conflict, economic considerations, or a belief that formal division may disrupt familial
harmony (Maimanah et al. 2024; Huda et al. 2024). Empirical findings also indicate
that such delays can lead to prolonged disputes and even result in the denial of rights
to vulnerable family members (Ahyani et al. 2022). The Compilation of Islamic Law
(Kompilasi Hukum Islam, or KHI), which serves as a primary reference for Islamic
inheritance in Indonesia’s religious courts, aims to integrate Islamic norms with local
legal realities. However, its implementation varies significantly due to differing
interpretations and the influence of customary norms (Bilalu et al. 2022; Djawas et al.
2022).

Given this context, examining the application of Islamic inheritance law at the
grassroots level becomes essential to understand how Islamic legal principles are
practiced within diverse cultural settings. This study seeks to explore these practical
realities by analyzing real-life inheritance cases in several regions in Indonesia. It
focuses particularly on how Islamic inheritance law is applied, what challenges arise,
and how social, cultural, and legal factors interact. Through this approach, the study
contributes to a broader understanding of legal pluralism in Indonesia and its
implications for gender justice and equitable wealth distribution (Agarwal & Naik 2024;
Ritonga et al. 2024).

2. Research Methods

This study adopts a qualitative research approach, which is appropriate for exploring
the complex interactions between legal practices and socio-cultural contexts,
particularly in the application of bilateral inheritance law within West Java from an
Islamic law perspective (Darmalaksana, 2022). A case study design was employed to
provide an in-depth examination of selected inheritance cases, allowing a detailed and
contextual understanding of how bilateral inheritance practices are negotiated and
implemented by local Muslim communities. The selected cases include those of Mr.
Deni Irawan bin Darto in Cianjur, Mr. Miskun bin Mad Kasmuri in Bandung, and an
inheritance dispute involving Mr. Rahman Sutisna in Sukabumi. These cases were
purposively chosen for their complexity and representativeness in illustrating the
dynamics between customary inheritance practices and Islamic legal principles.

Data collection was carried out through multiple methods to ensure rich and
triangulated information. In-depth interviews were conducted with various
stakeholders, including Islamic law scholars, religious court judges, lawyers, heirs, and
community leaders, to capture diverse viewpoints on the compatibility and tensions
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between bilateral inheritance systems and Islamic legal doctrines. Additionally,
participant observation was employed during inheritance-related family deliberations
and community meetings, providing insights into the social interactions, negotiation
processes, and gender dynamics influencing inheritance outcomes (Amruddin et al.,
2022). Documentary analysis complemented these methods, involving the review of
inheritance documents such as wills, property records, legal rulings, and relevant
regulatory frameworks including the Compilation of Islamic Law (KHI). This
triangulation of data sources helped to develop a comprehensive understanding of
both formal and informal inheritance practices in the local context.

Data were analyzed using thematic analysis, which involved systematically coding
interview transcripts, observation notes, and documents to identify key themes related
to bilateral inheritance and Islamic law. The analysis began with open coding to
generate initial categories reflecting community perceptions, customary norms, and
legal interpretations. Axial coding was then used to explore relationships between
these categories, particularly regarding how negotiation and dispute resolution occur in
practice. Finally, selective coding helped to refine overarching themes and build a
coherent narrative about the application and adaptation of Islamic inheritance
principles within bilateral inheritance frameworks (Van der Leer et al., 2023). Cross-
case comparison facilitated the identification of both common patterns and unique
variations, enhancing the study’s analytical depth and transferability.

To ensure the validity and reliability of the findings, several strategies were applied.
Data triangulation by combining interviews, observations, and documents helped to
cross-verify information and minimize biases (Dahlan et al., 2021). Preliminary results
were reviewed by Islamic law experts and legal practitioners to validate interpretations
and ensure doctrinal accuracy (Naisabur et al., 2024). The research team also engaged
in peer debriefing and conducted regular reviews during data analysis to maintain
objectivity and consistency (Reskiani et al., 2022). An audit trail was maintained
throughout the research process to document methodological decisions and analytic
procedures, supporting the transparency and trustworthiness of the study (Gertz &
Talarico, 1977; Usmani, 2024). Ethical considerations were carefully addressed by
obtaining informed consent from all participants, assuring confidentiality, and using
pseudonyms to protect identities. Participants were fully informed about the study’s
purpose and their rights, including the option to withdraw at any stage, thereby
respecting ethical standards in qualitative legal research.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. The Application of Bilateral Inheritance Law in West Java and Reflection
of Justice Principles in Islamic Law

In West Java, the application of bilateral inheritance law predominantly reflects the
principle of equality among heirs, where inheritance rights are distributed equally
regardless of gender. This approach aims to eliminate gender discrimination in
inheritance distribution, aligning with contemporary values of gender equality
(Bhalotra, Brulé, and Roy 2020; Agarwal and Naik 2024; Liu and Ran 2024). However,
this principle often stands in tension with the provisions of Islamic inheritance law,
which prescribes specific shares based on gender and lineage, generally allocating
males a larger portion than females. For instance, Surah An-Nisa (4:11) in the Quran
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clearly states that a male heir's share is twice that of a female, illustrating the
proportional justice principle embedded within Islamic law (Ghaly and al-Khatib 2023).

The bilateral inheritance practice in West Java, as described by Hazairin (1982) and
Arto (2009), typically involves equal distribution among all children, disregarding the
gender-based shares outlined in Islamic legal texts. This results in a significant
misalignment between local customary practices and Islamic law. For example, the
case of Mr. Deni Irawan from Kujangsari Village exemplifies such divergence. Deni
received a plot of land directly from his grandfather, bypassing his father’s inheritance
rights. This distribution contradicts the mandates of the Compilation of Islamic Law
(KHI) Article 176, which guarantees fair shares to each child and acknowledges
parental inheritance rights. The unilateral allocation of inheritance to Deni overlooks
these principles, revealing a disregard for the justice concept as prescribed by Islamic
law.

Similarly, the case of Mr. Miskun Bin Mad Kasmuri from Tambakreja Village exposes
further issues of fairness in inheritance practice. Here, inheritance was distributed
exclusively to the children of the second wife, excluding those from the first wife.
Islamic law, as stipulated in KHI Article 177, mandates that all children, regardless of
their mother’s status, are entitled to an equitable share of inheritance. The selective
distribution observed in this case violates this principle, undermining the foundational
Islamic values of justice and equity.

A third case involving Mr. Rahman bin Habibi from Gunungpuyuh Village highlights
challenges related to delays in inheritance distribution. In this situation, the inheritance
process was postponed due to the survival of the deceased’s spouse and the presence
of underage heirs. According to Islamic law and KHI Article 179, inheritance should be
distributed promptly after the death of the deceased, except in extraordinary
circumstances such as missing heirs. The delay in this case reflects a divergence from
Islamic legal requirements and contributes to legal uncertainty and potential conflict
among heirs. Such postponements can increase tensions and undermine the fairness
and efficiency of inheritance distribution.

These cases collectively demonstrate a consistent gap between the customary bilateral
inheritance system practiced in West Java and the justice principles articulated in
Islamic law. The disregard for prescribed shares, unequal treatment of heirs, and
delayed distributions reveal systemic challenges that necessitate reform. To bridge this
gap, it is essential to adjust the bilateral inheritance framework to align more closely
with Islamic legal provisions, ensuring that all heirs receive their rightful shares based
on gender and lineage (Wrede 2014).

In addition, public education and outreach are critical to raising awareness about
Islamic inheritance principles, thereby minimizing misunderstandings and promoting
fair practices within communities. Legal reforms are also required to streamline
inheritance processes, preventing unnecessary delays and ensuring prompt distribution
in accordance with Islamic law (Nasrul et al. 2021; Mikawa, Yasuda, and Yukutake
2023; Keliat and Sembiring 2024).

Furthermore, collaboration between government bodies and legal institutions is vital to
harmonize customary law with Islamic inheritance regulations. Such integration would
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foster inheritance practices that respect both local traditions and Islamic justice
principles, promoting equitable outcomes for all heirs in West Java.

By implementing these measures, it is hoped that a balanced and just inheritance
system can be established, reflecting both the cultural context and the core values of
Islamic law. This will contribute to a more consistent, fair, and harmonious distribution
of inheritance rights, safeguarding the interests of all heirs according to applicable
regulations.

3.2. The Challenges and Issues in the Application of Bilateral Inheritance
Related to Islamic Law Principles

The primary challenge in applying bilateral inheritance law in West Java lies in the
fundamental inconsistency between the principle of equal inheritance rights—granted
regardless of gender—and the proportional inheritance distribution mandated by
Islamic law. Bilateral inheritance traditionally grants equal shares to all heirs without
distinction between males and females (Sudarsono 1991; Ramulyo 1992). In contrast,
Islamic inheritance law, grounded in the Quran and Hadith, prescribes shares based on
lineage and gender, typically allocating males twice the portion of females, as clearly
stated in Surah An-Nisa, verse 11 (Carsten 1990; Harari 2019; Davis and Williamson
2022; Toktas and O'Neil 2015; Huda and Hidayati 2023; Teklesilassie Yazew 2024).

This proportional distribution in Islamic law reflects a principle of fairness based on the
roles and responsibilities assigned within the family structure (Niizeki and Hori 2019;
Lecoutere, Spielman, and Van Campenhout 2023; Clark, Cummins, and Curtis 2024).
The equal rights approach of bilateral inheritance therefore often conflicts with these
established Islamic principles (Othman 2006; Hanafi and Tomeh 2019; Al Jahsh 2024),
resulting in significant misalignment between local customary practice and Islamic legal
requirements.

The Compilation of Islamic Law (KHI) Article 176 explicitly mandates that every child of
the deceased is entitled to an inheritance share, regardless of gender or marital status.
Despite this, the practice of bilateral inheritance in West Java frequently ignores
gender distinctions, violating this provision (Schuler et al. 1996; Lekfuangfu,
Powdthavee, and Riyanto 2023; Yuan, Xue, and Zhang 2024). For instance, the case of
Mr. Deni Irawan illustrates how inheritance rights of a parent were overlooked,
contradicting the fair distribution required under KHI Article 176.

Further injustice is evident in the case of Mr. Miskun Bin Mad Kasmuri, where
inheritance was granted solely to children of the second wife, excluding those of the
first wife. This practice violates KHI Article 177, which clearly guarantees equal
inheritance rights to all children, regardless of their mother’s status. Such discrepancies
demonstrate the failure of bilateral inheritance practice to uphold the justice principles
emphasized in Islamic law.

These issues are compounded by local customs that sometimes dictate inheritance
distribution in ways inconsistent with Islamic teachings. In some communities,
inheritance is allocated only to children of certain wives, excluding others, despite Law
No. 1 of 1974 on Marriage Article 37 requiring inheritance distribution to follow
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prevailing religious and legal norms (Li et al. 2023; Lyons et al. 2023; Yang and Zhong
2024).

Delays in inheritance distribution further complicate the situation, as illustrated by the
inheritance dispute in Gunungpuyuh Village, Sukabumi City. The distribution was
postponed due to waiting for the death of the deceased’s spouse or the presence of
minor heirs. However, KHI Article 179 clearly stipulates that inheritance should be
distributed promptly after death, except in rare cases such as missing heirs (mafqud).
This delay contravenes Islamic principles of immediate and transparent inheritance
distribution and risks increasing legal uncertainty and tension among heirs (Lu, Xu, and
Wang 2024; McGavock 2021; Salehi et al. 2024; Akyol and Mocan 2023).

The disregard for Islamic principles in bilateral inheritance not only results in unfairness
but also widens the gap between customary law and Islamic justice principles (Eliason
and Ohlsson 2013; Anderson and Bidner 2023; Ghaleb et al. 2024). Achieving justice
requires reform that integrates an understanding of Islamic inheritance rights with
adjustments to local practices, recognizing the dual familial inheritance concept—
inheritance from both paternal and maternal relatives—as part of the solution
(Tgnnessen 2014; Alfano 2022; Wang et al. 2024).

To address these challenges, reforms must prioritize alignment between customary
bilateral inheritance practices and Islamic legal provisions. Collaboration between
government, legal institutions, and community leaders is essential to harmonize local
customs with Islamic principles, thereby ensuring inheritance distribution is just,
transparent, and compliant with both legal systems (Fourati 2018; Nakissa 2020;
Hasnain and Snopkowski 2024; Ibrahim, Hussain, and Aziz 2012; Khalil 2024).

In conclusion, the misalignment between the principle of equal inheritance under
bilateral law and the proportional principles of Islamic inheritance law presents
significant challenges in West Java. To achieve justice consistent with Islamic
teachings, adjustments to local inheritance practices are imperative. Enhancing
awareness and understanding of Islamic inheritance rights, coupled with systemic
reforms, will help ensure fair and consistent application of inheritance justice in the
region.

3.3. The Impact of Delay in Inheritance Distribution on Justice in
Inheritance Law Practice in West Java

Delays in inheritance distribution represent a significant challenge affecting the practice
of inheritance law in West Java. A notable example is the inheritance dispute involving
Mr. Rahman bin Habibi from Gunungpuyuh Village, Sukabumi City. In this case, the
distribution process was postponed due to practical considerations such as awaiting the
death of Mr. Rahman Sutisna’s mother and the presence of underage heirs. Although
such delays may seem administratively reasonable, they undermine the fairness and
justice of inheritance distribution.

Islamic law mandates that inheritance distribution occur immediately after the death of
the testator. According to Article 178 of the Compilation of Islamic Law (KHI), delays
are only permissible in special circumstances, such as in cases involving missing heirs
(mafqud), which require more extended administrative procedures. This principle is
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rooted in Quranic and Hadith teachings emphasizing the timely fulfillment of heirs
rights (Azni et al. 2023). Therefore, the delays seen in local practices contradict these
Islamic principles that stress promptness and transparency in inheritance matters
(Milazzo and Walle 2021; Maimanah et al. 2024).

Such delays create legal uncertainty, which harms the heirs’ interests and risks
increasing familial tensions (Escobar, Ohlsson, and Selin 2023). In the Sukabumi case,
heirs remain uncertain about their rights due to the lack of immediate distribution.
Article 181 of the KHI requires that inheritance distribution be carried out fairly and
transparently to avoid disputes. When distribution is delayed, conflicts among heirs are
often exacerbated, leading to prolonged disputes and dissatisfaction.

Other cases further illustrate the negative impact of delays. In the case of Mr. Deni
Irawan from Kujangsari Village, inheritance rights were compromised when a plot of
land was given to him without distributing the rightful shares to his father. According
to Article 176 of the KHI, all children of the deceased are entitled to a fair share. This
delay and omission reflect a disconnection between the bilateral inheritance system
and the justice principles prescribed by Islamic law.

Similarly, the case of Mr. Miskun Bin Mad Kasmuri in Tambakreja Village shows
injustice arising from inheritance delays. Here, inheritance was allocated exclusively to
children of the second wife, excluding children from the first wife. Article 177 of the
KHI clearly mandates equal inheritance rights for all children regardless of their
mother’s status. This situation highlights how delays and discriminatory distribution
violate Islamic legal principles.

Delays not only compromise fairness but also escalate disputes among heirs. The
Sukabumi dispute demonstrates how postponements contribute to family conflicts and
heighten legal uncertainties. Inefficient administrative procedures and lack of
awareness exacerbate these problems, prolonging tensions and disagreements (Zhang
and Cao 2024).

Addressing these issues requires comprehensive legal and administrative reforms.
Streamlining inheritance processes is essential to reduce delays and legal uncertainties
(Mills et al. 2002). Improving administrative efficiency and accelerating inheritance
distribution will help uphold heirs’ rights in a timely manner (Gaspa-Toneu and Peters
2023). Furthermore, increasing public legal awareness about the importance of timely
inheritance distribution according to Islamic law is critical. Educational efforts and
socialization of relevant legal provisions can foster better understanding and
compliance, minimizing delays (Verdikt, Armstrong, and Allard 2023; Edeh, Mavrotas,
and Balana 2022).

Implementing Islamic legal principles that emphasize prompt and transparent
distribution is fundamental to achieving fairness in inheritance practice (Burhanuddin
2023). Legal reforms should incorporate strict guidelines on timing and efficient
administrative procedures to reduce conflicts and ensure justice for all heirs (Putra et
al. 2023).

In summary, delays in inheritance distribution significantly undermine justice in
inheritance law practice in West Java. They contribute to legal uncertainty, familial
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tension, and violations of Islamic inheritance principles. The cases of Mr. Deni Irawan
and Mr. Miskun Bin Mad Kasmuri clearly demonstrate how delays lead to unfair
treatment of heirs and conflict with Islamic legal provisions. To address these
challenges, adjustments to inheritance practices and legal reforms are necessary to
ensure inheritance is distributed promptly, fairly, and transparently in accordance with
applicable laws.

Ultimately, inheritance delays are not merely administrative issues but concerns of
justice and human rights. Upholding Islamic legal principles and reforming the legal
process will help guarantee equitable inheritance distribution and reduce disputes,
thereby supporting the overall pursuit of justice in West Java.

3.4. The Recommendations for Improving Harmonization between
Customary Law and Islamic Law

Improving the harmonization between customary law and Islamic law in inheritance
distribution in West Java requires a comprehensive and strategic approach. The current
bilateral inheritance system, which often grants equal shares without distinguishing
gender or lineage, does not fully align with Islamic legal provisions. Islamic law, as
based on the Qur'an and Hadith, prescribes proportional shares, such as the principle
found in Surah An-Nisa verse 11, where a male heir receives twice the portion of a
female heir. Therefore, it is essential to realign the bilateral inheritance system to
reflect these principles accurately, ensuring fairness and religious compliance.

Public awareness and education play a crucial role in narrowing the gap between local
customs and Islamic law. Increasing knowledge through seminars, training, and public
campaigns will help communities respect and apply Islamic inheritance principles
properly. The legal framework, including Law Number 1 of 1974 on Marriage Article 91,
requires inheritance distribution to follow applicable religious laws, making education
efforts vital for legal compliance.

Legal process reforms are necessary to address issues of delay, as demonstrated in
inheritance disputes like the one in Sukabumi. The Compilation of Islamic Law (KHI)
Article 179 mandates inheritance distribution immediately after the testator’s death,
except in exceptional cases such as missing persons (mafqud). Streamlining
administrative procedures and enforcing strict timelines will reduce delays and uphold
justice. Collaboration between government and legal institutions is imperative to
develop clear, consistent regulations that harmonize customary practices with Islamic
law. While Law Number 1 of 1974 on Marriage Article 37 obliges inheritance
distribution to adhere to religious provisions, local customs often predominate. Careful
integration is necessary to respect cultural practices without compromising Islamic
legal mandates.

Establishing frameworks for dialogue and cooperation among customary leaders, legal
professionals, and judges is vital. Such multi-stakeholder engagement fosters mutual
understanding, helps resolve conflicts, and supports the creation of inheritance
distribution models that honor both legal systems. Developing practical guidelines that
clearly outline harmonized inheritance law will aid courts, lawyers, and communities in
administering justice. These guidelines should encompass fundamental principles from
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both customary and Islamic laws and detail procedural steps to ensure fairness and
transparency.

Improving access to legal services is another key aspect. Many marginalized groups
face barriers to justice, so government-supported free or subsidized legal aid programs
can help guarantee equitable access to inheritance rights enforcement. Regular
monitoring and evaluation of the harmonization process will help identify issues early
and guide ongoing improvements, ensuring that inheritance practices remain aligned
with justice principles and responsive to changing needs. Finally, encouraging active
community participation in inheritance discussions and decision-making promotes
transparency, respects local values, and ensures that the harmonization process
addresses the genuine rights and concerns of all heirs.

Table 1 : Key Recommendations for Harmonization

Recommendation Description

Adjust Bilateral Inheritance Realign inheritance shares based on Islamic law proportions (e.g.,
male share twice female)

Increase Public Awareness Conduct seminars, training, and campaigns to educate on Islamic
inheritance law

Reform Legal Processes Enforce immediate inheritance distribution per KHI Article 179,
streamline administrative procedures

Integrate Customary & Develop regulations that balance local customs with Islamic legal

Islamic Law provisions

Foster Multi-Stakeholder Facilitate cooperation between customary leaders, legal practitioners,

Dialogue and judges

Develop Practical Guidelines  Provide clear procedural guides for courts and communities to
implement harmonized inheritance law

Improve Legal Access Provide free/subsidized legal aid for marginalized communities
Conduct Regular Monitoring  Evaluate and improve harmonization implementation continuously
Encourage Community Engage community in discussions to ensure transparency and address
Participation heirs’ real needs

Case Illustrations Supporting Recommendations

e The case of Mr. Deni Irawan from Kujangsari Village exposes how bilateral
inheritance ignored his father’s rights despite KHI Article 176 guaranteeing
inheritance to all children.

e Mr. Miskun Bin Mad Kasmuri's case in Tambakreja Village highlights the
injustice of only children from the second wife receiving inheritance, violating
KHI Article 177.

e The inheritance dispute of Mr. Rahman bin Habibi from Gunungpuyuh Village
shows the adverse effects of delays, contravening the immediate distribution
principle in KHI Article 179.

By implementing these multi-dimensional recommendations, a better harmonization
between customary and Islamic laws in West Java’s inheritance distribution can be
realized. This will foster justice, ensure conformity to religious and cultural mandates,
and provide legal certainty and satisfaction for all involved parties.

4. Conclusion
Based on the analysis and discussion, the following conclusions can be drawn

regarding the application of bilateral inheritance in West Java and its alignment with
Islamic law principles: First, there is a fundamental inconsistency between bilateral
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inheritance and Islamic law principles. Bilateral inheritance often grants equal shares to
heirs regardless of gender, conflicting with Islamic law, which mandates inheritance
distribution based on gender and lineage, with male heirs generally receiving twice the
share of female heirs. Furthermore, Islamic law clearly affirms the inheritance rights of
all children regardless of which wife they were born from. Real cases such as those
involving Mr. Deni Irawan and Mr. Miskun Bin Mad Kasmuri illustrate the injustice and
misalignment of bilateral inheritance with these Islamic legal provisions. Second, the
application of bilateral inheritance faces significant challenges. These include unfair
practices where inheritance is distributed only among children of certain wives,
neglecting others, and a general lack of conformity to detailed Islamic inheritance
rules. To ensure fairness and justice, it is necessary to adjust the bilateral inheritance
system so that it aligns more closely with Islamic law. 7hird, delays in inheritance
distribution negatively impact justice and legal certainty. Islamic law requires
inheritance to be distributed promptly after the death of the testator. Unnecessary
delays cause uncertainty among heirs and often lead to conflicts. Therefore,
transparency and immediacy in inheritance distribution are essential to uphold justice.
Fourth, improving harmonization between customary law and Islamic law is critical for
fair inheritance practices in West Java. This requires comprehensive measures,
including aligning bilateral inheritance practices with Islamic principles, enhancing
public education and awareness on inheritance rights, reforming legal procedures to
eliminate delays, and integrating customary law with Islamic provisions. Such efforts
are expected to foster a more just and culturally appropriate inheritance system. In
conclusion, addressing the gaps between bilateral inheritance practices and Islamic
law, alongside legal reforms and harmonization efforts, is vital to achieving justice in
inheritance distribution in West Java. These steps will help ensure that inheritance
practices respect both religious mandates and local customs, promoting legal certainty
and equitable outcomes for all heirs.
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