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Abstract

In relation to the mission of the school, the graduate computer
network engineering students of Bina Utama Vocational High
School Kendal are expected to be educated competent labors who
are digital literate and able to communicate in using foreign
language. This quality standard graduate can be accomplished
through the teaching English in the classroom. Furthermore, in the
future, the graduate students will get additional benefit when they
are certified and licensed in the field of computer network
engineering that requires both vocational and English mastery.
Hopefully, teacher can hold effective and proportional English
learning process between theory and practice so that students can
easily communicate using English as well as to compete with
others from other countries in their future work especially to face
ASEAN Economic Community Market. One way to create
efficient English learning process is by bringing authentic materials
in class. According to Wallace (1992:145) and Peacock (1997) in
Berardo (2006), they describe authentic materials as real life
materials which are not produced purposely to be used in the
classroom but they can become the helpful learning material for
students in completing some social purpose of the language
community. The authentic materials are used in order to introduce
English language in social context for the tenth grade students for
recognizing some particular terms in the computer network
engineering field. The results will show us the authentic based
material which can be applied in syllabus of computer network
engineering program especially in procedural text.

Keywords: authentic material, syllabus, computer network
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Introduction

Over decades, teaching foreign language has increased in many countries around the
world. It makes teacher to find not only appropriate but also effective teaching
materials in line with the purpose of learning foreign language that wants to engage
the students using this language in the real situation. Related to that, the suggestion
of bringing authenticity in teaching English in EFL class has been recommended by
some experts. Four types of authenticity are categorized by Breen (1985) explained
in Taylor (2009). They are (1) authenticity of text which refers to authentic qualifies
of text used for developing authentic understanding, (2) authenticity of learners
which refers to the learners’ ability to interpret the meaning included in the text like
the native speakers do in the real world situation, (3) authenticity of the tasks which
refer to provide tasks for the learners in engaging the authentic communication, (4)
authenticity of the classroom which refer to give the learners experience in public
and interpersonal sharing of content in language learning during the class. In
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applying authentic materials, EFL teachers are suggested to follow the four types of
authenticity explained before as the foundation.

Involving authentic materials in EFL classroom has been discussed over time.
This topic is not new since teachers started to use them in the 1970’s as the findings
of Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) approach. According to Wallace
(1992:145) and Peacock (1997) in Berardo (2006), they describe authentic materials
as real life materials which are not produced purposely to be used in the classroom
but they can become the helpful learning material for students in completing some
social purpose of the language community. Another definition stated by Lee (1995),
Little, Devit, and Singleton (1988), Peacock (1997) and Shei (2001) summarized in
Azhri and Rashdi (2014), they describe authentic based material as basically making
students more active, interested, and stimulated. By adopting the authentic material,
they not only help learners’ learning process but also develop learners’ English skills.

Some definitions stated before relate to several reasons on why applying
authentic material in classroom stated by Peacock (1997) cited in Richards (2001).
Authentic materials can provide experiences in the real life, present authentic
information about culture, that meet the learners’ need. Besides, authentic materials
can increase students’ motivation and support teachers in implementing effective
teaching method.

Furthermore, three categories of authentic materials are explained and
provided by Gebhard (1996) in Lingzhu — Yuanyuan (2010) on the following table:

Table 1. Types of Authentic Material

Number Types of Authentic Materials Examples
1 Authentic listening viewing TV commercials, quiz shows,
materials cartoons, radio ads, songs, movies, etc
2 Authentic visual materials slides, photographs, paintings, picture
books, stamps, wordless street signs,
etc
3 Authentic printed material newspaper articles, movie

advertisements, restaurant menus,
street signs, song lyrics, etc

Related to those types of authentic material, some criteria of selecting the
suitable authentic materials have been offered to EFL teachers. This selection of
authentic materials should be based on course goals and individual lesson objectives.
According to McGrath (2002), there are eight to be considered by the teacher when
choosing appropriate authentic texts. The materials should be chosen based on the
relevance of material with course book and learners’ need, topic interest, cultural
fitness, logistical though, cognitive demands, linguistics demand, quality,
exploitability as well

In addition, Larsen- Freeman (2000:129) state that one characteristics of the
application of CLT is using authentic material. The application of authentic material
will help EFL teachers to support their students in learning English better and to
prepare them in communicating with the outside world. It is in line to the goals of
CLT proposed by Richards and Rodgers (2001:192) stating that applying CLT aims
not only to make communicative competence in the objective of language teaching
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but also to develop procedures for teaching of the four skills known as the
interdependence between language and communication.

Some advantages of applying authentic material in class had been mentioned
by some experts. Nunan (1997) cited in Laamri (2009) believes that exposing
students to the authentic material will be important because they give the rich of
language. After students had been exposed to such language forms, they are expected
to be able in handling real interaction occurred inside and outside the classroom.
These explanations are accordance to Harmer (2007:273) who states that the
authentic materials will bring the positive effects on learners since those materials
will aid learners to produce better language, to acquire the language faster, even to
encourage learners becoming more confident to deal with real life situation.

Later, Richards (2001:252-254) also tries to summarize some statements
proposed by Phillips and Shettlsworth (1978), Clarke (1989) ,and Peacock (1997)
who regard that authentic materials are beneficial to be used in language teaching
since they will present the real language which related to learners’ need to the
learners. Then, a positive effect on learners’ motivation can be increased since
cultural information will be presented to the students’ attention. Moreover, teachers
are suggested to promote creative teaching approach as employing authentic
materials in class,

Considering the benefits of applying authentic materials in class, the English
teachers in some schools are suggested to employ these authentic material combined
to non authentic materials or artificial materials for teaching in the classroom. By
combining the authentic and artificial materials, teachers are expected not only
exposing students to the theories mentioned in textbooks but also giving real
experiences to students.

Further, these advices are also suggested especially for English teacher in
vocational high school. According to Inayah (2017), the goals of teaching in
vocational school not only teach the students theories but also develop their skills
needed to perform a particular job. At that time, the impacts of globalization
influences the demand of specified labors that have higher level of skills and can
perform international standard. Therefore, English becomes the first requirement to
be mastered for joining the work field. Regarding to this requirement, the need of
mastering English become the main concern for some graduate students in some
vocational school. One of the schools is Bina Utama Vocational High School.

In relation to the mission of the school, the graduate computer network
engineering students of Bina Utama Vocational High School Kendal are expected to
be educated competent labors who are digital literate and able to communicate in
using foreign language. This quality standard graduate can be accomplished through
the teaching English in the classroom. The graduate students are expected to get
additional benefit when they are certified and licensed in the field of computer
network engineering that requires both vocational and English mastery.

Hence, teachers are suggested to hold effective and proportional English
learning process between theory and practice so that students can easily
communicate using English as well as to compete with others from other countries in
their future work especially to face Asean Economic Community Market. One way
to create efficient English learning process is by bringing authentic materials
proposed before in class. This paper will show us the development of authentic based
material which can be applied in syllabus of computer network engineering program
especially in procedural text. By developing this syllabus, the graduate students of
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Bina Utama Vocational High School are expected to be not only skillful but also
trained to communicate using foreign language.

Finding and Discussion

In teaching English, especially in the 2013 curriculum, the government has provided
the teachers and students with the textbooks. However, they are sometimes not
appropriate with the students’ needs. In this case, the teachers’ creativity is required.
They should be able to develop the material as the supplementary material. The
supplementary material means the material given to students that is not exist in the
textbook so that the students will comprehend the material based on their major
programs.

Talking about teaching English in Vocational High Schools, it is different from
teaching English in Senior High Schools. Even though Education Ministry Number 20
Year of 2016 about Graduation Students states that there is no difference between
those two kinds of schools in English teaching, according to the Constitution of
National Education Number 20 Year of 2003, especially in the explanation of clause
15, it is stated that there are some special goals should be achieved in the education of
Vocational High Schools. The goals consist of (1) preparing the students to be able to
get a job, either independently or filling the jobs in the industrial works as employees
based on their major studies, (2) providing the students the competencies so that they
will be able to choose their carrers, and (3) providing the students with knowledge and
skills to develop themselves through the higher education. Those special goals will
automatically affect the English teaching and learning process. It is because of the
difference of needs between the graduated students of Vocational High School from
Senior High Schools. Thus, in the English teachers of VVocational High Schools should
be selective in choosing the material in teaching process.

One of the English teachers of Bina Utama Vocational High School in Kendal,
Susandari (2015) conducted an action research about the use of ESP (English for
Specific Purposes) material to teach information report text in the eleventh grade
students majoring on Automotive Engineering. The result show that the ESP material
could improve both the students motivation and achievement in learning English. The
authentic materials were used as the ESP materials on this research to make the
students met with their real world.

Since it was in the Vocational High Schools, the material would be adjusted to
each major study. For additional information, there are two basic major studies in Bina
Utama Vocational High School of Kendal. They are Automotive Engineering, which
is divided into Car, Motorcycle, and Body Repair Engineering and Computer
Engineering, which is divided into Networking and Software Engineering. Therefore,
this conseptual paper proposes the use of authentic material for the Computer
Networking Engineering students as one of the realization of ESP.

In the field of Computer Networking, in fact the graduated students of
Vocational High School will have more value of their competencies when they have
certified with their work field. The certificate will be achieved by doing a kind of on
line test internationally. Due to all test items are in English, the students of VVocational
High Schools require English, not only English as communication but also English
that is related to their fields.

Regarding to that matter, teaching English using authentic material is
explained as actually insterting some other elements that are not exist in the main
textbook because of a certain objective. The teachers of Bina Utama Vocational High
School of Kendal are expected to use this kind authentic material with the goal to
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make the students not only master English in general but also master English related to
the subject matter or their field. For example, when the teaching and learning proces
aims in the mastering of information report text, the teachers will automatically adjust
the text with the students’ need which depends on the subject matter the students learn
in their major program. As presented in the textbook published by government entitled
Bahasa Inggris SMA/MA, SMK/MAK Kelas XI Semester 2, an information report
text about cheetahs is proposed to be explored by the students in learning the
information report text. It not only contains the classsification and some description
about cheetahs but also matches with the basic competence that is regulated in the
2013 curriculum, in which this basic competence intends to make the students
understand the factual information about a phenomenon related to their other subjects
in grade XI. “Cheetahs” may be relevant with the students of Senior High Schools
who are majoring on science.

Meanwhile, when we are talking about students of Vocational High Schools,
“cheetahs” is described too far. So, it is more appropriate when “cheetahs” is changed
into “computer networking” to teach information report text for the students of
Computer Networking in Bina Utama Vocational High School since this material is
really related with them and they will need this material. The examples of a set of
teaching and learning activities about the information of report text for the Computer
Networking Engineering students are explained as follow:

First of all, the students watch the video about some basics of computer
networking. The video also shows how one computer is connected to others. After
that, the question-answer between students and teachers or among the students is
expected. If there is no student gives question, the teacher can stimulate them by
giving questions to the students. To make the video clearer, the students are given a
written text about basic of networking, in which this material is taken from real
computer book entitled How to Master CCNA. This book is proposed to use by the
recommendation from one of networking company that usually guides Bina Utama
Vocational High School of Kendal in developing curriculum, especially networking
engineering curriculum. In understanding the text, the students are given fifteen
minutes to read the text. After they read the text, they discuss the text in group. To
make the students easier in understanding the text, they are asked to match some
words with the given meaning in Indonesia. They do this task in group so that there is
interaction happened among the students.

The next step is discussing the result of the task. In this session, the class
discussion is expected to happen. In the discussion, the class also analyses the text in
terms of social function, generic structure, and language feature so that the language
competence required by the basic competence in the syllaby is fulfiled. After the
teachers are sure that all the students have mastered those competencies, the learning
process is moved to the next cycle, in which from reading cycle to writing cycle. In the
writing cycle, the students are asked to work in group again. They are given a set of
picture about computer, then they are asked to write factual reports related to the
picture. If there is still time left, the teacher can ask each group to write the report well
and attach it on the wall and ask other groups to analyze the report. It can be in term of
the social function, generic structure, language feature, or content.

Those teaching and learning activities are expected to finish in two meetings.
Finally, in the end of the lesson, they are expected to master both English in general
and the subject matter related to their major study so that in the future, when they are
obligated to do a test to get certificate in their field, they can result the best
achievement in getting the job. Besides, the use of authentic material in teaching
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English in Bina Utama Vocational High School of Kendal is prepared to face the
program of CCNA test, a kind of test that supports computer networking
practitionnaires in getting international certification in the field of computer

networking.

The table below will show the development of 2013 syllabus for Vocational
High School level format proposed by Indonesia Education Ministry to teach students
of computer network engineering in Bina Utama Vocational High School

Table 2. English Class Course Grid — X1 — Computer Network Engineering
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In addition, the figure underneath will present the example of the authentic
material text that relates with the material in vocational school especially in the study
program of computer network engineering.
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Figure 1. An Example of authentic text used in material for teaching English to XI
grade computer network engineering students.

Conclusions

In the era of AEC (Asian Economic Community), English is considered as both
communication and technology language. It is obvious that English is used as a
means of communication. Meanwhile, English as a language of technology can be
seen by the fact that English is used in almost all parts of technology, such as terms
or technical words, manual books, and industrial technology. Therefore, the teacher
in vocational school should be creative in designing the material. This is as a
challenge for the English teacher in vocational school in which a teacher of English
is not only required to master English but also the subject matter related to the study
programs that are exist in the school. This can be done by providing the authentic
material adjusting the material with the students need.
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