Halal Certification of Insect-Based Food: Analysis of Cultural Dimension of the Classical Scholars’ Viewpoint 

Ahmad Labeeb Tajudeen, PhD.
Assistant Professor, 
College of Islamic Studies, Islamic University of Minnesota, Bloomington, USA.
Email: albushroh2006@gmail.com





[bookmark: _Hlk42356996]Abstract
In 2013, the United Nations began to campaign for insect consumption as a rich source of high-quality protein and minerals, to thwart the predicted global food shortage and to reduce greenhouse emission. Consequently, entomophagy (or insect consumption) began to receive stronger impetus, and many food industries and investors are developing an interest in insect-based food production. With the global edible insect market estimated to reach US$1.2 billion by 2023, and the Halal industry predicted to reach US$2.6 trillion by 2023, a good understanding of the interplay between the two industries is a necessity. However, while more insects are increasingly becoming parts of processed foods globally, halal certification bodies do not hold a unified stand on the halalness of insects and their extracts, and some of the arguments raised by some Islamists lack rigorous analysis. This paper juxtaposed the views of the four Sunni Madhabs (schools of Islamic Canon law) on insect consumption, and drew on the Qur’an linguistics to derive the relevant factors that must be considered when certifying insect-based gastronomic items as Halal. The novelty of this paper lies in exposing the cultural milieu that informed the verdicts of the classical scholars on insect consumption, which later became the harbinger for the controversies among the contemporary halal certification bodies. The paper seeks to pave way for a unified Islamic stand with regards to insect consumption.     
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